INTRODUCTION
2 State the research questions or study aims, such as estimating diagnostic accuracy or comparing accuracy between tests or across participant groups.
METHODS

Participants 3
The study population: The inclusion and exclusion criteria, setting and locations where data were collected. Clinical and demographic characteristics of the study population (at least information on age, gender, spectrum of presenting symptoms).
4,5,S1 Table   16 The number of participants satisfying the criteria for inclusion who did or did not undergo the index tests and/or the reference standard; describe why participants failed to undergo either test (a flow diagram is strongly recommended).
5
Test results 17 Time-interval between the index tests and the reference standard, and any treatment administered in between.
6 18 Distribution of severity of disease (define criteria) in those with the target condition; other diagnoses in participants without the target condition. 
